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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . £3 This communication is responsive to Preliminary Amendment filed 3/24/04 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-42 . 

3. [3 The drawings filed on 24 March 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 43-80 canceled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1-42 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not teach or suggest the combination of an ink container 
having an upper wall, a bottom wall, a first side wall intersecting the bottom wall and a 
second side wall intersecting the bottom wall and facing the first side wall, an ink supply 
port disposed on the bottom wall at an offset position closer to the first side wall than to 
the second side wall, a first projecting portion disposed on the second side wall and 
located closer to the bottom wall than to the upper wall, the first projecting portion 
having a plurality of side portions for being restricted in position when the ink cartridge is 
mounted on the recording apparatus, a pressed portion disposed on the second side 
wall, the pressed portion having an upper surface for being pressed by the pressing 
member of the recording apparatus, a retaining member engageable with the receiving 
part of the recording apparatus when the ink cartridge is mounted on the recording 
apparatus, and a plurality of electrodes disposed on the first projecting portion, and 
electrically connected to a memory unit disposed on the ink container, recited in 
independent claim 1 . This invention solves the problem of enabling simplification of the 
position regulating structure of an electrode group and reduction in size. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art of Sturgeon et al. (US 6,302,535 B1 ) discloses an ink container (Fig. 
7) having an upper wall, a bottom wall, a first side wall intersecting the bottom wall and 
a second side wall intersecting the bottom wall and facing the first side wall, an ink 
supply port disposed on the bottom wall at an offset position closer to the first side wall 
than to the second side wall, a retaining member engageable with the receiving part of 
the recording apparatus when the ink cartridge is mounted on the recording apparatus, 
but does not disclose a first projecting portion disposed on the second side wall and 
located closer to the bottom wall than to the upper wall, the first projecting portion 
having a plurality of side portions for being restricted in position when the ink cartridge is 
mounted on the recording apparatus, a pressed portion disposed on the second side 
wall, the pressed portion having an upper surface for being pressed by the pressing 
member of the recording apparatus, and a plurality of electrodes disposed on the first 
projecting portion, and electrically connected to a memory unit disposed on the ink 
container. 

The prior art of Miyazawa et al. (US 6,722,762 B2) discloses an ink container 
body 72 having an upper wall, a bottom wall, a first side wall intersecting the bottom wall 
and a second side wall intersecting the bottom wall and facing the first side wall, an ink 
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supply port disposed on the bottom wall at an offset position closer to the first side wall 
than to the second side wall, a first projecting portion disposed on the second side wall 
and located closer to the bottom wall than to the upper wall, the first projecting portion 
having a plurality of side portions for being restricted in position when the ink cartridge is 
mounted on the recording apparatus, a retaining member engageable with the receiving 
part of the recording apparatus when the ink cartridge is mounted on the recording 
apparatus, but does not disclose a pressed portion disposed on the second side wall, 
the pressed portion having an upper surface for being pressed by the pressing member 
of the recording apparatus, and a plurality of electrodes disposed on the first projecting 
portion, and electrically connected to a memory unit disposed on the ink container. 

Contact Information 
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Juanita D. Stephens whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2153. The examiner can normally be reached on Flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571 ) 272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Juanita D. Stephens 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2853 
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